
AS5488: Classification of Subsurface 

Utilities Information 

AS5488: Classification of Subsurface Utility Information (SUI) is the Australian Standard used to classify 

the reliability of underground utility information. The standard does not guarantee the accuracy of utility 

locations. Instead, it provides a framework for communicating the level of confidence in the data. 

The standard defines four Quality Levels, ranked from lowest confidence (QL-D) to highest confidence 

(QL-A). These levels help engineers, designers, and contractors understand how much they can rely on 

available information when planning or undertaking works. 

AS5488 does not define how utilities must be located. 

Instead, it classifies the confidence level of the information 

provided so designers and contractors can understand the 

risk associated with underground services. 
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